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Finding the Writer’s Voice
Orinda’s 2014 Youth Ink winners

By Laurie Snyder

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Three of Orinda’s youngest authors could barely contain their excitement
April 24 when learning they were the winners of Youth Ink 2014. From left:
Lindsay Kornguth (second place), Sarah Inouye (first place), Katie Lyons

(third place).

“All serious daring starts within.” —
Eudora Welty, “On Writing”

few voices rang strongly

through the Orinda Library Au-
ditorium on April 24. Most were
barely audible, forcing parents, teach-
ers, friends, and neighbors to lean for-
ward, straining valiantly to catch
snippets of the powerful prose penned
by 13 sixth to eighth grade students.
Participants in this year’s Youth Ink
Writing competition, many of the
girls present had dared to address
soul-shattering grief and the growth
that comes from rising above loss —
the loss of a pet, a peer’s respect, one’s
physical functioning, friends and
loved ones.

“Then I remembered all the teas-
ing, bullying,” wrote one. “Life can’t
go on forever, but death sure can,” ob-
served another. The softest of voices
seemed to pack the most punch.
Adults in the nearly full auditorium
found themselves meditating on the
meaning of life.

Youth Ink is organized each year
by the Orinda Junior Women’s Club
(www.orindajuniors.org/), recipient of
Orinda’s 2013 Volunteer of the Year
Award for efforts to provide volunteer
support and raise funds annually for a
diverse range of East Bay programs,
including aging and end-of-life serv-
ices, hospitals, the Educational Foun-
dation of Orinda, Orinda Action Day,
Haley’s Run for a Cause, the Lamor-
inda Fourth of July Parade, Shelter,
Inc., and STAND! Against Domestic
Violence.

Any one of those causes would be
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laudable enough for any respected
public service organization, but in
many ways, the Youth Ink competi-
tion is one of the most important pro-
grams presented each year by the
Juniors because the contest not only
helps emerging writers to find that
elusive voice inside, but enables each
of those same authors to courageously
stand before their peers and confi-
dently say, “My voice matters. [ won’t
be silenced.”

The guest speaker for the 2014
awards ceremony was Orinda resi-
dent Tamara Ireland Stone, author of
the companion novels “Time Be-
tween Us” and “Time After Time”
(tamarairelandstone.com). Currently
working on her third novel, her work
is published by Disney-Hyperion, and
now appears in more than 20 coun-
tries. “I write,” she said, “because,
throughout my life, words have been
my best friends.” She spoke of the
power of words to save readers, and
the responsibility of writers to use
their skills to better, rather than
weaken the world.

Youth Ink also receives support
each year from the Friends of the
Orinda Library, Orinda Books,
Orinda Community Foundation, and
the Orinda Library. Judges in 2014
were Hummingwords founder and
Amberst Writers and Artists Method
workshop leader Cynthia Leslie-
Bole; 2013 California Book Award
winner Melanie Light; Intuitive Writ-
ing Project founder Elizabeth Perl-
man; and Jana Rains, author of
“Muriel Robbin’s Fact Book.”

Youth Ink Winners 2014

« First Prize: Sarah Inouye - “Listen”
+ Second Prize: Lindsay Kornguth —“A Prisoner in My Own Body”
« Third Prize: Katie Lyons — “Why Did | Listen”
- Honorable Mention (alphabetical order):
Isabella Bianchi - “Listen to My Heart”
Alexandra Gallagher - “Walking the Stairs to Death”
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The talented writing tribe of Youth Ink 2014. From left, back row: Isabella Bianchi, Lindsay Kornguth, Katie Lyons, Tamara Ireland Stone (young adult author and Youth Ink awards guest
speaker), Alexandra Reinecke, Lynn Wilder, Janet Lee, Angeline Liu, Hannah Simmonds; front: Alexandra Gallagher, Sarah Inouye, Sage Kang, Lauren Staelin; not pictured: Zoe Zabetian.
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Multi-Unit Residential Specialist

Expert in the sale and purchase of duplexes
to 18 unit properties

Another New Listing-
Coming soon!

Rockridge Triplex. Incredible
location, over $112,000 in
annual rent!

Call or email for more
information
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Rare Opportunity:

5 Units in Montclair. All units
Condo quality 2 bdrms,
private decks with

SF and Golden Gate bridge
views. $170,000 in annual
rental income.
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Pending $2,249,000

John Caronna

Coldwell Banker, Orinda

Top 100 Agent, SF Bay Area 2012

CalBRE: 01898437

Cell: 415.531.5225

www.liveinlamorinda.com

* |14+ Years experience as owner/hands-on manager of residential and commercial apartment buildings.

* Market rent analysis by neighborhood to maximize property values for current owners.
* Strategies for successful multi-unit property ownership
* Identify and advise on 1031 Exchange opportunities
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©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office is owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304

Divorce and Family Law

The Law Offices of Jonathan D. Larose APC.

A Family Law Firm
Jonathan D. Larose Esq. MBA,
Chelsea Jagar, Esq. Julia Bressman, Esq.

confidential consultations ~ learn more at jdlaroselaw.com

39465 Pasco Padre Parkway
(Main Office), Suite 2400
Fremont, CA. 94538
Tel: 510-659-6300

Fax: 510-659-8600

1660 Olympic Boulevard
Suite 215
Walnut Creek, CA. 94596
Tel: 866-585-6314

Fax: 510-659-8600

Sage Kang - “Don’t Judge a Fish”

Janet Lee - “For the World to Hear”
Angeline Liu —“Learning to Listen”
Alexandra Reinecke - “Claim on Forever”
Hannah Simmonds - “Goodbye”

Lauren Staelin —“Heartstrings”

Lynn Wilder - “Goodbye”

Zoe Zabetian - “The Silent Room”






